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ADDENDUM DOCTORAL REGULATIONS SES 

This addendum is added to the doctoral regulations of Hasselt University with the latest adjustment, 
approved by the Executive Board on 7/7/2022. In accordance with Article 28 of the doctoral 
regulations, this addendum is subordinate to the doctoral regulations in case of contradiction, with 
the understanding that SES can tighten but not relax the doctoral regulations. The addendum covers 
all doctoral degrees for which SES has jurisdiction. 

In this text, doctoral student refers to both M, V and X doctoral students, and a promotor and chair 
may be either M, V or X. 

 

1) Pre-defense (Art. 17 Assessment of the content of the doctoral dissertation by the doctoral 
jury and “pre-defense”) 
For doctoral students of SES, it is stipulated that a pre-defense is organized. This is not 
applicable for a joint PhD where UHasselt is a partner institution. 
 
The pre-defense is organized after a period of minimum 5 weeks and maximum 6 weeks after 
the doctoral dissertation is delivered to the jury members. No pre-defenses are organized 
between July 15 and August 20. 
 
Each jury member provides comments and/or questions to the promotor no later than 4 weeks 
after receipt of the doctoral dissertation. For the pre-defense, the attendance rules of the public 
defense are followed. In principle, the doctoral jury is fully present (physical/digital) but can only 
deliberate validly if 2/3 majority and at least 50% of the non-committee members are present 
(physical/digital). 
 
The pre-defense may be organized hybrid. Once the pre-defense has taken place, the 
composition of the doctoral jury may no longer be changed. Only the chair may still be replaced. 
Before the start of the pre-defense, a member of the doctoral committee is appointed as 
reporter. 
 
The pre-defense may last up to 2 hours. During the pre-defense, the doctoral student gives a 
short presentation of up to 10 minutes and the members of the doctoral jury question the 
doctoral student regarding the content of the doctoral dissertation. The doctoral jury judges the 
quality of the dissertation and grants admission to the public defense. 
At the end of the pre-defense, the reporter informs the doctoral student of any necessary 
changes to the thesis, which the jury  agreed upon by consensus. After admission, the jury 
members present determine the date for the public defense with a minimum deadline of 4 



weeks from the time of the pre-defense. Within 24h, the reporter provides the jury members 
and doctoral student with a brief report of the arrangements. At the end of the pre-defense, the 
jurors are given the choice of whether to receive the revised doctoral dissertation again for 
approval. 
The doctoral student informs the promotor in writing of what changes have been made and 
how. The promotor may communicate this to the doctoral jury if necessary, particularly in case 
the jury members wish to receive the revised doctoral dissertation again for approval. 

2) Public defense (Art. 18) 
The School of Educational Studies, notwithstanding Article 18 of the doctoral regulations, 
provides a maximum of 20 minutes for the presentation of the doctoral dissertation during the 
public defense. 

 
3) Entry procedure 

This addendum is applicable from October 1, 2024. Organizing a pre-defense is applied for all 
doctoral students for whom the doctoral jury is approved from October 1, 2024. 

 
 
 


